
 

 

 
 

 
 
Tēnā tātou katoa 
 
This is the last newsletter for Term Two which has 
been another busy term, with a number of events 
and activities that our students have been involved 
in. 
 
Last Wednesday, students from Ngā Uri a Tane went 
up to tautoko Riaz Peita, who was representing our 
school in the Junior English section of Ngā Manu  
Kōrero, hosted by Te Kura Taumata o Panguru. Riaz 
spoke extremely well, placing second in her section. 
Well done, Riaz. I also want to compliment all of our 
students who were excellent ambassadors for our 
school on the day. 
 
After the prize-giving, our school was presented with 
the Mauri, as Dargaville High School are the hosts 
for the 2022 Ngā Manu Kōrero. A powhiri for the 
Mauri coming into our school, as well as  
acknowledging Riaz’s achievement, will take place at 
the start of next term. 
 
Also, last week we held the Leavers’ Lunch (for  
students who were Year 13 students in 2020),  
hosted Mana Wahine Mahi (trades for females) as 
well as sending students to the Northland  
Inter-School Cross Country.  
 
This week has been just as eventful. Students  
participating in this year’s Showquest had their final 
practices as well as the dress rehearsal, in  
preparation for their performance at Showquest on 
Tuesday. Congratulations to the group, who  
received 3rd place for their performance. Also,  
Congratulations go to Kyran Suckling who received 
the Overall Supreme Performer Award. Additionally 
Ngā Uri a Tane have had their Noho Marae, with the 
highlight being the Matariki dinner on Tuesday  
evening. Finally, a number of senior students have 
been attending a chainsaw course. A very big thank 
you to staff and whanau that have helped in  
organising these events or helping in support. 
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The final event for this term is the Senior Ball, 
which is being held at our school hall, this  
Saturday evening. Thank you to the staff and  
students that have been involved in the  
organisation. In particular, I would like to 
acknowledge Jackie Butterworth for her  
leadership of the decorations, which are always a 
highlight of the ball. 
 
As shared in the last newsletter, our school has  
decided to place a ban on student cell phones at 
school. This comes into place at the start of Term 
4. We will be working on how this will work during 
the coming term and will keep you informed of 
progress. 
 
Looking ahead to next term, there are a number 
of events that we would like to give you advance  
Notice about.  
 The Quad sports exchange between  
 Otamatea High School, Rodney  
    College, Ruawai College  and Dargaville High 
 School is on Wednesday July 28. 
 The second Teacher Only Day to work on  

NCEA changes is on Tuesday August 3.  
 The School Open Day is on Tuesday 10  
    August. This will be between 3.30 and 6pm,       
 with tours taking place from the main office. 
 
Today is the last day of Term Two, with Term 
Three beginning on Monday July 26. I wish  
everyone a happy and safe holiday. 
 
Nāku nā 
   
Mike Houghton 
Principal / Tumuaki 
 
 



 

 

Sports Update 
Christine Taylor—Sports Co-ordinator 

It is hard to believe that we are at the end of Term 2.  A great term of sport and lots more to come in 
Term 3. Soccer and netball have come to the end for their season while basketball, rugby, and hockey 
continue with their weekly competition. We are very grateful as a sports department for all the drivers, 
coaches, managers that make these events happen for our students. 
 
3x3 Basketball – We took 4 teams to this day – 2 teams of juniors and 2 teams of seniors. One senior 
boys team came in 9th and the other in 13th equal, while the Juniors came in 3rd and 5th.  Many thanks to 
Sade who coached and helped with the Juniors, and the Senior boys who stepped up to referee and 
score.  
 
Table Tennis – All students played 5 games, playing a round robin to progress into the next round.   
Unfortunately, none made it to the top 8 so were unable to go on to the championship day. 
 
Squash Teams – Two boys and one mixed team headed to Whangarei to compete in the Novice  
section, and our mixed team in the championship level.  The two boys’ teams played really well with  both 
coming 2nd in the Consolation and in the Special Plate Division.  Our mixed team, who had welcomed 
Lizzy from Kerikeri High into their team, came 2nd overall, losing by 1 to Rodney College.   
 
Northland Cross Country – Senior Boys: Dyaln Hines (27th), Year 9 and 10 Boys: Kasey Wynyard 
(12th), Ilija Callis (59th), Bailie Schick (40th), Maori Andrew-Harding (22nd), Year 9 and Year 10 Girls: Billie 
Burke (32nd) all travelled to Whangarei to attend and run the cross country at Barge Park. A beautiful day 
saw some great running.  Some great times for our students, all experiencing this cross-country for the 
first time. 
 
Northland MX Challenge – this event was a first for DHS in a few years.  Thanks go to the parents for 
organising and making this happen.  A great day with a few injuries but some great results.  Our school 
game in 3rd overall behind Hauraki Plains College (1st) and Whangarei Boys (2nd).  In addition, a  
congratulations goes to Shannen Hayes who came in 2nd overall in her grade.  We hope that the injured  
competitors have a quick recovery. 
   
Interhouse is winding up with Strategy Tag this week.  Next term is Basketball, Volleyball,  
Dodgeball and the famous Pirates.  Below are our Table Tennis results and winners: 
                             Junior Girls – Kamilah Guy     Senior Girls – Pohutukawa Kakara 
                             Senior Boys – Semisi Apai     Junior Boys – Blake Jenyns 

The winning house for this was St Andrews 



 

 

The Board of Trustees believes that parent  involvement with their children’s education and learning has 
a very positive impact. 
 
We understand a lot of parents do not know how to help their children with their education and we want 
to encourage you to become increasingly involved in home learning activities, which then means you 
have the opportunity to teach, to be models for, and to guide your children. 
  
Families whose children are doing well in school express high but realistic expectations for achievement.  
Examples: Setting goals and standards that are appropriate for children’s age and maturity, recognising 
and encouraging special talents, informing friends and family about successes. 

From the Board 

 
The Board would like to invite you to take part in our Board survey (for community consultation).  Thank 
you to all of those who took part in our recent survey on Cellphone use within the School. We now have 
some further items that we would like your feedback on also please.   
 
We will be offering a number of ways for you to complete the survey. If you receive your newsletter via 
email, we have attached a copy for you to complete and return, alternatively we have a hard copy  
available at the school office. At the start of next term, we will be offering this survey by way of 'Survey 
Monkey' (an online survey).  We will also be making direct contact with various  
community groups in due course. 
 
We look forward to receiving your feedback. 
 

To past students below who have  
recently graduated from Victoria  
University with their respective  
degrees: 
 
Jason Hansen 
Master of Geog Info Science 
 
Samantha Sinclair 
Bachelor of Arts 
 
Tamara O’Keefe-Wykes 
Bachelor of Commerce 
 
Tayla-Maree Reilly  
Graduate Diploma Teaching(Primary) 
 



 

 

Careers Corner 
Julie Chiaroni—Careers Advisor 

Tools of the Trade was very well received by a 
large group of students, who got some  
hands-on experience with a range of tools 
from panel beating, electrical, plumbing,  
construction and Makita.  
 
Students met and interacted with a range of 
trade qualified workers and trainers and 
learned what they would need to get into the 
trades, what the training and some of the work 
would be like.  
 
There are currently excellent opportunities in 
many trades in NZ with free training and great 
pay outlook. 



 

 

Diary Dates Dean Report 
Haley Corfield—Year 9 Dean 

 

Saturday 10th July  School Ball 

Monday 26th July First Day of Term 3 

Wednesday 28th July 1st XV Rugby 

Soccer—Boys and Girls 

Thursday 29th July Rugby 10s 

Monday 2nd August  Head Students Hui 

Girls 1st XV 

Tuesday 3rd August Accord Teacher Only 
Day 

SCHOOL CLOSED FOR 

 INSTRUCTION 

Individual  

Badminton 

Wednesday 4th  

August 

Reports Issued 

1st XV Rugby 

Soccer 

Thursday 5th August  Badminton Finals 

Fia Fia Night 

Friday 6th August Tough Girl Tough Guy 
Challenge 

During Dean’s Assemblies in Term 2 I have been 
asking teachers for names of students who have 
been working well and trying hard in their  
classes. It is extremely pleasing that every 
Dean’s Assembly I have 50 plus names of  
students given to me. All names have been put 
into a draw and the winner of our Term 2 prize 
draw is Troy Imms, who receives a canteen 
voucher. Well done! 
 
Our Year 9 students have selected their  
Semester 2 options, which will start at the  
beginning of Term 3. They will be issued with 
their new timetables on the first Monday back 
with their new options added. Once options have 
been confirmed and are on their timetables, to 
avoid class disruptions, students will not be able 
to move throughout the semester.  
 
I’d like to wish all of our students a restful holiday 
and look forward to seeing everyone back for a 
busy Term 3.  

The Online Safety Parent Toolkit is a simple and practical seven-step framework to help parents with 
digital parenting in a rapidly changing world. The downloadable version of the Parent Toolkit offers 
practical tips that will help you talk to your child about online safety. It includes: 
 Quickstarter tips for parents, whānau and young people 
 Information to enhance your digital parenting knowledge 
 Details about the online risks and challenges your child may face 
 Advice about how you can help your child 
It’s important parents feel confident to have ongoing conversations with their child about their online  
activities, as these conversations have been proven to minimise the harm that can occur if things do go 
wrong online. 
 
Netsafe has created the Online Safety Parent Toolkit to get parents and whānau talking about online 
safety. As young people spend more time online, it’s important that parents and whānau can teach their 
child to have a safe online experience. https://www.netsafe.org.nz/parenttoolkit/ 

Netsafe Online Safety 

https://www.netsafe.org.nz/parenttoolkit/


 

 

Renew School 
Visit 

Theresa Gracie—Science Teacher 

 

 

Smokefree  
Rockquest 

Mark Brimblecombe—Music Teacher 

On Wednesday 23 June KAZA (Kohatu  
Donovan, Ashton Kauie, Zakk Hokai and Te Ahi 
Kena), a band from our school, competed in the 
regional finals at Forum North in Whangarei.  
Although they did not qualify to go further in this 
competition, they represented our school with 
power, pride and a good dollop of humour. They 
rocked out! 
 
Te Ahi Keena received an award for musicianship 
on drums. A huge achievement when you look at 
the quality of the musicians in this competition. 
The music department is looking forward to  
revisiting this competition next year. 

The Science department welcomed the Renew 
School on the 16th of June.  They were here to  
participate in a Biotechnology called DNA  
fingerprinting.   
 
They were solving 'a crime' with DNA from a crime 
scene with 5 possible suspects. Success was 
gained by 3 of the 4 groups correctly identifying 
the suspect.  

 
 


