
 

 

Tēnā tātou katoa 
 
I would like to thank you for your support during the 
last few months as we worked through the  
challenges of Covid-19. We are nearing the first full 
week of students being back at school under Alert 
Level 2 and classes have settled back into their 
learning programmes. I would like to reassure you 
that as a school we continue to be vigilant on  
cleaning and following appropriate hygiene practices.  
A number of new students have started at  
Dargaville High School over the last week, and we 
would like to welcome them and their whānau to our 
school community. 
 
We are aware that the time lost due to the   
restrictions at Alert Levels 3 and 4 resulted in a  
number of planned events not going ahead. We have 
reorganised our calendar and re-scheduled some in 
the time that we have remaining this year. For  
example, the senior practice examinations are taking 
place in the first week of Term 4, and the senior  
prizegiving has been delayed until November 11. 
 
The lockdown has also had an impact on student  
progress towards NCEA. As a result of this, NZQA 
have already announced a delay of about 2 weeks 
for examinations at the end of the year, as well as  
extensions of submission dates for practical  
assessments and folios. Additionally Learning  
Recognition Credits will be available for NCEA  
students this year. In Level 1, for every 5 credits 
earned, students will gain 1 Learning Recognition 
Credit, up to a maximum of 8 credits. In Levels 2 and 
3 students can gain a maximum of 6 Learning 
Recognition Credits. 
 
A reminder that during Alert Level 2 and to maintain 
our school bubble, no students are able to leave the 
school property during the day.  
 
Congratulations to Lucas Payne, who has been  
selected for the Secondary Schools Under 18s  
Barbarians Team. We wish you well and look forward 
to hearing how the team went. 
 
 

 

 

#12 17th September 2021 

Finally, a reminder about our no cell phones at 
school policy that comes into place at the start of 
Term 4. A letter has been included in the e-mail 
with this newsletter. The letter outlines the  
reasons and process behind the decision as well 
as an outline of how the school will implement 
this.  
 
Naku na 
 
Mike Houghton 
Principal / Tumuaki 

 
 
 

Mt Ruapehu Ski Trip  

Raffle winners: 

1st place Erin Grbin  

2nd place Richard Corfield  

 



 

 

Sports Update 
Christine Taylor—Sports Co-ordinator 

Wow, what a way to see the end of Term 3 – COVID 19 has seen many events stopped again. Some 
events will not happen until we are back to Level 1 but we can operate some at Level 2 within the  
restrictions.  Below is an update from events before Level 4. 
Netball – Apologies to DHS Junior A who was missed off the last newsletter.  They came runner up in 
the A grade and also received the award for Most Improved for A Grade. Well done!  Thanks to Francie 
Pyke and Vanessa Ledingham for all the time and effort, you have put into these great future netball 
players. Sadly, our UNISS team will not be attending UNISS due to the uncertainty around the COVID 
situation. Hopefully it will be able to go forward in 2022.  Thanks go to our many sponsors who donated 
goods and supported the team carwash.  The funds raised will be used for the 2022 event. 
1st XV Rugby – Have had a great season and have made it to the final.  Our last two games, first being 
against BOI College, where we travelled  north and enjoyed a hard defensive game to come away with a  
34-10 win.  Our next game was a full day travelling to Kaitaia College to play at 3pm.  This was a hard 
game and nail biting at the end but the team came through winning 24-17 giving us a semi-final to the 
Whangarei Composite team the following week.  Thanks to the many supporters who travelled to this 
game to support us. We gained all our points in the first half only to fight hard to keep them from winning 
– a final score of 21-17.  We now have a date for the final after it was postponed due to COVID. The final 
will be played Wednesday 22nd September at Kerikeri High School – kick off at 4pm if you would like to 
come support the boys. 
South Zone Basketball Exchange – Both our girls and boys teams played on different days to play 
against Rodney, Otamatea, Ruawai and Bream Bay.  A great day with the boys having one win. Thanks 
to both Lalani and Sione who travelled with the teams as their coaches. 
Our Northland Secondary School events had started and we enjoyed several events before COVID put a 
hold to them.  They were: 
Badminton Teams & Individuals – All students had a great time learning new skills and meeting other 
students.  With some losses and some wins, it was a worthwhile event. 
Basketball Senior Boys Championships – These boys travelled without a coach for this event and 
managed to have an awesome day playing the code they love.  They came in 8th overall with some very 
tough games.  Thanks to Sarah Utai for taking the boys. 
Senior Netball – This was an opportunity for our team to come together and play in preparation for 
UNISS.  We played some hard games against some top Northland teams, holding our own and learning 
from the day.  Unfortunately, the weather was not so nice but we held in there and came 5th in our pool.  
Interhouse - Basketball has been played over the first couple of weeks and the winner for this was St 
Andrews for both Senior and Junior.  This week we are having a Te Reo Quiz and playing Ki o Rahi.  
Watch this space for the results. 

 
 



 

 

Careers Corner 
Julie Chiaroni—Careers Advisor 

 Dargaville High School is seeking  
more Mentor Drivers for our school 

driving programme.  
We provide the car and have slots 

needing mentors on  
Thursday and Friday from 11.40 to 

the end of the school day.  
You could do one, two or three hours. 

Can you help?   
Please contact Ms Chiaroni at DHS 

Students attended Find Your Future  - all 
about graduate jobs in Primary Industry.  

Students shown are dissecting a fan worm 
which is an invasive sea pest now in  

Northland waters that NRC marine biologists 
are studying in an attempt to bring it under 

control.   

Year 10 Science 
Theresa Gracie—Science Teacher 

 
 
 
Here are some pictures of some of the work the 
Year 10 Science class has been working on 
over the lockdown. 
 
Their assignment was to make their own  
parachutes to protect an egg when falling, along 
with making straw rockets with any resources 
they had available at home. 
 
 



 

 

Diary Dates Dean Report 
Tim Dunn - Year 12 Dean Monday 20th  

September 

To  

Friday 24th September  

OPC Trip  

(Police Academy) 

Monday 27th  

September 

To  

Friday 1st October 

Ski Trip 

 

Important Date 
Changes 

 
We are quickly approaching the end of the  
academic year for our Year 12s. In the next  
couple of months, students will be finishing off 
internal assessments, completing practice  
exams and preparing for their end of year  
external examinations. It is difficult to overstate 
the importance of the coming weeks.  
 
For the duration of Term 3, I am asking Year 12 
students to be very selective about opting into 
extracurricular activities which impact on time 
spent in class. There will be some exceptions, 
but time spent in class, with their teacher, is  
irreplaceable. It is a term to focus  
wholeheartedly on their academic pathways. 
Please reinforce this at home. 
 
As we enter this period of increased demands, it 
is normal for stress levels to also increase. 
Please continue to monitor your student’s stress 
levels and if you have any concerns, then let us 
know. Signs of increased stress may include: 
more irritable than normal, poor quality sleep, 
changes to eating habits, upset stomach and 
general tiredness. Some helpful resources are 
located at www.healthnavigator.org.nz/healthy-
living/s/stress-topics/. More often than not,  
having an organised study and assessment plan, 
having someone to talk to, getting appropriate 
levels of exercise, and feeling supported will help 
students get through this period. We also have 
counselling services available here at school for 
students who would like to access them.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me or your 
child’s form teacher, if you have any questions or 
concerns at tdunn@darghigh.school.nz or 

Monday 18th  

October  

To  

Friday 22nd October  

Senior Practice Exams 

Thursday 11th  

November 

Senior Prizegiving 

Friday 12th November 

To 

Friday 19th November 

 

Senior Study Week 

Monday 22nd  

November 

To 

Friday 26th November 

Junior Exams 

Monday 22nd  

November 

To  

Tuesday 14th  

December 

NCEA Exams 

http://www.healthnavigator.org.nz/healthy-living/s/stress-topics/
http://www.healthnavigator.org.nz/healthy-living/s/stress-topics/
mailto:tdunn@darghigh.school.nz


 

 

Our School Open Day was held on Tuesday 10th 
August. Thank you to all the parents and  
prospective students who attended the evening.  
 
We hope you enjoyed your school tours from our 
current students and are looking forward to next 
year. 

Open Day Year 9 Textiles 
Nuala McCulloch—Textiles Teacher 

Year 9 Textiles class has been busy this term 

making shopping bags. Here are a couple of items 

they have created in class. 

This week the Nga Uri o Tana class have been 
celebrating and sharing te reo maori week with us. 
This was student led with the support of Whaea 
Allison and Laken guiding them through how best 
to share with the students at Dargaville High 
School. 
 
Events held this week included a Te Reo Maori 
quiz, Ki o Rahi competition and a Kahoot Quiz  
between the form classes during form period.  
 
At the beginning and at the end of the day  
students and Laken shared a karakia to blesse 
our day and our food at meal times. 
 
Thank you to Nga Uri O Tane for sharing with us, 
we look forward to next years Te Wiki o Te Reo 
Maori week. 



 

 

 

Well done, Raynee Kumar (Year 9) ! 
Raynee competed in the latest National  

Competition and placed 13th overall for the 
13-14 yr old girls.  

10RI Science 
Paul Barnes—HOD Science 

Since returning to school from the lockdown, 

10Ri have  been participating in dissections to 

follow on from their Online Learning.  

Students enjoyed this hands on activity and are   

looking forward to the next one ! 


