
 

 

Tēnā tātou katoa 
 
This is the last newsletter for Term Three, which has 
been a busy term as well as having the disruption of 
being in lockdown for several weeks. Additionally, 
with Auckland remaining at a higher alert level, the 
Police Academy OPC trip as well as the Ski trip have 
had to be cancelled.  We have been very impressed 
with all students who have taken to the changes 
caused by the lockdown and who have continued to 
attend as well as make progress in their classes. 
 
Today we say farewell to Mr Tim Dunn, who has 
been teaching Physical Education since 2019 and 
who, for this year has been Year 12 Dean. I want to 
thank Tim for his contribution to our school and wish 
him and his family all the best for their move south. 
The Physical Education position will be picked up by 
Matt McCahon from the start of next term.  
 
Term Four is going to be a busy term, starting with 
our senior school practice examination week.  
Timetables for the examinations as well as for 
planned work sessions have been circulated and 
senior students are on study leave, only being at 
school for an examination or work session.  
 
Writing senior reports is underway. These will be  
completed over the first couple of weeks next term 
and published on November 5. 
 
Also at the start of next term, the cell phone ban  
policy comes into place. The letter shared with  
parents with the last newsletter, is also included with 
this mailing. The letter outlines the reasons and  
process behind the decision and provides an outline 
of how the school will implement this. The office will 
be able to store phones securely from before school  
until after school.  
 
The external examinations are rapidly approaching, 
starting on Monday 22 November. As I have stated 
previously, all of the external examinations are  
important. I urge all students to use the upcoming  
holidays wisely, to fit in regular study.  
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As with other years, Year 11 students will need to  
apply for study leave as opposed to automatically  
going on study leave after the Senior  
Prizegiving. This is due to some students  
needing to complete internal assessment work,  
contributing to NCEA Level One. The key criteria 
for study leave are having a number of external  
examinations, already having achieved NCEA 
Level One or likely to meet the requirements 
through their externals. Application forms have 
been given to students and need to be returned 
early next term. 
  
Finally, I would like to invite all families to our 
Senior Prizegiving. This takes place on  
Thursday 11 November, with a 6pm start time. 
The planning is well underway and we hope to 
make our prizegiving a special evening. 
 
Nāku nā 
 
Mike Houghton 
Principal / Tumuaki 

We farewell Mr Tim Dunn and his family from  
Dargaville and wish them all the best in their 

new journey. 
 
 



 

 

Sports Update 
Christine Taylor—Sports Co-ordinator 

As we all know we have not had much happen in the sports department due to COVID restrictions.  
However, we did manage to have our 1st XV final against Kerikeri High School. This is a great 
achievement for the team.  The score (7-55) was not what we would have liked but the boys played 
hard and should be proud of themselves. Our players had agreed among themselves that the last team 
to score on the day was the winner. Sinamoni managed to score a try in the final minute! A few photos 
are 
attached to highlight the game, played in some terrible weather conditions. Thanks to the many parents 
who came and supported our team from afar.  We look forward to the progress in this team, as many of 
the players will return in 2022.  
 
Interhouse – This has been happening over the last few weeks. During Te Reo Maori week, we played  
Ki-o-Rahi and held a Te Reo quiz with some physical fitness elements to it.  The winners for both were 
George House. Well done to them.  Last week we had senior and junior volleyball. These were highly 
contested games with Andrews winning seniors and George winning juniors.  The house points at the 
end of Term 3 stand at: 
4th place – St Patricks – 154 
3rd place – St Davids – 170 
2nd place – St George – 176 
1st place – St Andrews – 192 
We have a WOD and Pirates left to go, which will be held in Term 4.   
Who is going to be our house winners for 2021? 
 
NSSA events for Term 4 
Remember to sign up for Term 4 Badminton, Touch, Rip Rugby and Volleyball at the sports office. 
These events are only for our Year 9 and Year 10 students. 
 
Until next time the quote I will leave you with is: 

“What makes people resilient is the ability to find humour and irony in  
situations that would otherwise overpower you” 

 



 

 

We are currently finalising with the Ministry of 
Education a property plan for our school. This 
is as a future plan for the buildings and  
classrooms at Dargaville High School. While 
the details are yet  to be confirmed, it is  
proposed to stage developments over the 
coming five years.  
 
This will include refurbishments of current 
classrooms along with some that will be  
removed and rebuilt to create a school that is 
completely modernised, including improved 
classroom environments and a school that is 
better suited to learning in the 21st century.  
 
Once details have been confirmed from the 
Ministry we will let families and the school  
community know. 

 

Community  
Sponsorship 
Melanie Russell—24/7 Team Leader 

 
 

The Warehouse Dargaville has recently  
supported the programmes that Melanie and her 
team of volunteers run at school every day.  
The team facilitates the Grindbox programme, 
along with E Tū Tangata and many sponsorship 
programmes to help the students receive the  
correct equipment to continue to attend school.  
 
Neville Renney, Dargaville Store Manager said 
“We want our community to know The Warehouse 
cares!”. Sponsorship for this scheme is normally 
limited to $150-$200, however, Neville believed 
that the work we are doing with our youth is life 
changing and making a huge difference so they 
wanted to be generous to show the Warehouse 
cares for all youth in this community.   
 
Thank you to Neville and his staff at The  
Warehouse for their continued support. 

Building Upgrade 



 

 

Diary Dates Dean Report 
Peter Northey- Year 13 Dean 

Monday 18th October 

To 

Friday 22nd October 

Senior Practise 

Exams 

Monday 25th October Labour Day 

SCHOOL WILL BE 
CLOSED FOR 

 INSTRUCTION 

Tuesday 26th October Junior Speech Contest 

Wednesday 27th  

October 

BOT Student Rep 

Voting Day 

 
With the school exams occurring early next term 
and the NCEA exams in November, here are two 
ideas on preparing well.  
Sleep well 
Sleep is crucial for brain function, memory  
formation, and learning. Studying before you 
sleep, whether it is reviewing flashcards or 
notes, can help improve recall. According to 
Scott Cairney, a researcher from the University 
of York in the United Kingdom, “When you are 
awake you learn new things, but when you are 
asleep you refine them, making it easier to  
retrieve them and apply them correctly when you 
need them most.  
This is important for how we learn but also for 
how we might help retain healthy brain functions. 
”When you’re asleep, the brain organizes your 
memories. Instead of pulling an all-nighter, study 
a few hours before bed and then review the  
information in the morning.  
No one wants to spend more time studying than 
they need to. Learning effective study  
techniques can ensure you are fully prepared for 
your exams.   
Preparing notes for study 
Messy notes can make it hard to recall the  
important points of a lesson in class. Writing in  
colour is a dynamic way to organize the  
information you’re learning. It also helps you  
review and prioritize the most important ideas. 
It has been found that colour can improve a  
person’s memory performance. That same study 
found that warm colours (red and yellow) “can 
create a learning environment that is positive 
and motivating, that can help learners not only to 
have a positive perception toward the content 
but also to engage and interact more with the 
learning materials.” It also reported that warmer 
colours “increase attention and elicit excitement 
and information.” 
Writing in colour may seem like a no-brainer but 
keep these tips in mind: Write down key points in 
red, highlight important information in yellow, 
organize topics by colour and don’t  
colour everything—just the most important  
information. 
These are just two ways to help you study, there 
are many other ways to prepare fully. 

https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/321161.php#3

