
 

 

 
 

Tēnā tātou katoa 
 
It has been an eventful time at Dargaville High School 
since the last newsletter, particularly some of the  
challenges of operating at Covid Alert Level 2 last 
week. This impacted a number of events, including 
our Year 13 Camp as well as the Year 9 Peer Support 
Day and several sporting events.  
 
However, our Mountain Bikers were able to compete 
in the 2021 Northland Secondary School Mountain 
Biking event. The location and the weather were both 
great and the students had a good day. 
 
Also last week, work began on upgrading our Tiger 
Turf courts as well as replacement of all of the fences 
around all courts. Good progress is being made and 
we are looking forward to seeing the final product. 
 
Being at Alert Level 1, it is still important to remember 
to regularly wash hands properly with soap and  
etiquette for sneezing and coughing. Also the advice 
includes staying at home if unwell. 
 
Because of all of the interruptions, our first full school 
assembly for this year was only held earlier this week. 
At this assembly we acknowledged the students 
achieving NCEA Level Endorsements in 2020.  
 
The meetings of Head and Deputy Head students with  
their counterparts from Otamatea High School,  
Rodney College and Ruawai College continue this 
year. Today is the first meeting, which is being hosted 
by Rodney College. 
 

In the next couple of weeks we have a number of 
events coming up. This includes the Moving On day 
aimed at Year 13 students, on March 16, and a  
Careers Roadshow, involving all students on March 
18. On the 22nd to 24th of March, the MOTAT 
S.T.E.A.M trailer will be here, delivering a range of 
learning experiences in Science, Technology,  
Engineering, the Arts and Mathematics. Later this 
month the Rotary Youth Driver Awareness (RYDA) 
programme is being delivered to our Year 12 cohort. 
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Sports continue and at the moment our Volleyball 
Team is preparing for the New Zealand  
Secondary Schools Indoor Volleyball  
Championships which are in Palmerston North 
over the week beginning March 22. Other  sports 
that have been played or are coming up include 
Cricket, Touch, Tennis and Renegade Hockey. 
 
Finally, this week sees the start of a Junior 
Sports Academy. Although supported by the 
Rugby Union, it has been offered to a number of 
junior students showing potential in their sport. 
 
The remainder of this term is busy with a wide  
variety of activities and events. I encourage you 
to keep checking our school website, School App 
as well as our Facebook page to keep up to date 
with what is happening.  
 
Nāku nā 
   
Mike Houghton 

 
Congratulations to our students who 
achieved NCEA Level 1 and 2 with an  

Endorsement for 2020 



 

 

Sports Update 
Christine Taylor—Sports Co-Ordinator 

Overall House winner for Swimming was: 
1st  St George  426 points 
2nd   St Davids  376 points 
3rd   St Patricks  316 points   
4th   St Andrews  287 points 
 
Individual Champs 2021 
Junior Girls       
1st  Kaitlyn Smith   St George             
2nd  Danielle Lowe   St George    
3rd Bianca Hines   St George   
Junior Boys 
1st Hadley Herman   St Davids              
2nd     Eden Ashby    St George 
3rd = Ashton Kareko/Max Downey St Davids/ 
      St Andrews 
Senior Girls     
1st     Adelaide Ihaka      St Patricks      
2nd    Brodie Munn    St Andrews             
3rd    Ashlee Rakich   St Davids  
                                                      

 
We had some great swims and a few records were broken. They are as follows:  
Eliot Williams - 1 length breaststroke (15.53)  2 lengths breaststroke (35.47) and 4 lengths  
breaststroke (1:17.09)  .  1 Length and 4 lengths were held by Eliot himself in 2020 and the 2 lengths 
was held by Hoani Rogers-Brown since 2014 
Bailie Schick - 4 lengths backstroke (1:13.75) was held by Conor Willy since 2015 
Brayden Smith - 1 length butterfly (13.34) was held by Hoani Rogers-Brown since 2015  
 

Well done to all our swimmers.  

House Relays 2021 
6x1 Backstroke Relay      St Davids 
6x1 Breaststroke Relay    St Andrews 
Mc Conchie Cup 6 x 1 length Freestyle  St Davids 

Intermediate Girls   
1st Brooke Clarkin   St Andrews 
2nd Samantha Morgan    St Patricks    
3rd     Jimi Donovan   St Davids  
 
Intermediate Boys 
1st = Brayden Smith    St George  
  Bailie Schick   St Patricks 
3rd Eliot Williams   St Davids  
 
Senior Boys 
1st Dylan Hines   St George  
2nd Luke Brownie   St Andrews 
3rd     Hayden Bradley   St Andrews                                                     



 

 

Tutamoe Class 
Jo Lloyd—Teacher 

This year the students in the Tutamoe Class 

have been doing regular baking lessons. The 

students seem to really enjoy this activity and 

we look forward to seeing what treats you all 

whip up in the kitchen in the coming weeks.  

Senior  
Leadership Day 

Peter Northey—Year 13 Dean 

 

On the 25th of February, Mr Tui Raeli (ex HOD 

PhysEd) ran a one day course on Leadership for 

all Year 13s at DHS. A range of different  

challenges were put in front of the students 

where skills like working together had to be  

employed. Each time a challenge had been laid, 

different groups of about 6-8 students then  

presented their findings to one and all. With  

students randomly being placed into 

these groups, they were asked to give their tribe 

a name, plus come up with a flag to represent 

them all and a chant to bring them closer  

together. One such challenge was On Time to 

Lead, and the four components were: when it's 

my time to lead I should -  one thing you can 

improve about yourself, something important 

about  school and how it's effectiveness can be 

increased, to innovate and improve something 

at school and lastly any new ideas that could 

benefit our school. Talking to a range of  

students that day, they were very pleased that 

the opportunity arose to have such an es-

teemed presenter at DHS for the day. Semisi 

Apai thanked Mr Tui Raeli and mentioned two 

key ideas he would take away from this course.  

The Board of Trustees believes that parent  
involvement with their children’s education and 
learning has a very positive impact. 
 
We understand a lot of parents do not know how to 
help their children with their education, and we 
want to encourage you to become increasingly  
involved in home learning activities. This then 
means you have the opportunity to teach, to be 
models for, and to guide your children.  
 
It is well documented that families, whose children 
are doing well in school, have an established family 
routine.  Examples: Providing time and a quiet 
place to study, assigning responsibility for  
household chores, being firm about bedtime, and 
having dinner together. 

From the Board 



 

 

Diary Dates 

Dean Report 
Ashleigh Sage—Year 11 Dean 

What an exciting year 2021 is going to be for Year 11, starting their NCEA journey. Most students have 
settled into school and are progressing well with their school work. Assessments have started and I  
encourage all students to ensure they are at school and working hard towards gaining their first lot of  
credits. 
 
This year we have given every year 11 student a diary to keep track of when homework and  
assessments are due. It is important they use them correctly and consistently as this will help prioritise 
their time and establish good study routines. This will also be a good way for parents/caregivers to  
monitor progress and keep open communication with students and teachers about how they are getting 
on. The NZQA website is a great source of information on NCEA and how it works, I encourage all  
parents/caregivers to have a look. The more you know about NCEA, the better you are equipped you 
are to support your child. 
 
A reminder as it is starting to get cooler in the mornings, that the school sweatshirt is the only one to be 
worn to school and is available from Jon Matich’s Surfwear. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me or your child’s form teacher, if you have any questions or concerns 
at asage@darghigh.school.nz or 0276281152. 

Tuesday 16th March Moving On 

Volleyball Finals 

Thursday 18th March  Career Roadshow 

Sunday 21st March 

to 

Thursday 25th March  

Volleyball  

Nationals 

Monday 22nd March 

to 

Wednesday 24th March 

MOTAT - 

STEAM Visit 

Thursday 25th March 

and 

Friday 26th March 

Wai Fencing 

Friday 26th March RYDA  

Programme 

WANTED: 
Used Rugby Boots in Good Condition 

If anyone has a pair of rugby boots that they 
aren't using anymore, we are now collecting 
these to be donated to children who may not 
be able to play this year, due to being unable 
to have a pair themselves. 
 

If you have any pairs at home not being used, 
please pop into the school office to drop them 
off or, alternatively you can give Judy a call on  
021 1936 133 to arrange collection. 
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