
 

 

 
 

Tēnā tātou katoa 
It has continued to be a very busy time at school 
since the last newsletter, including student attending 
M.U.N.A, the Young and Hungry performance, the 
school cross-country, other sports events and  
celebrating Samoan Language week. 
 
Our school was represented by 2 teams,  
representing Sweden and Kuwait, at the Model  
United Nations Assembly (MUNA) from the 27th to 
29th of May. It was a good learning experience, with 
our students putting their points forward to students 
from other schools representing different countries. 
 
On Tuesday June 8, our school was visited by the 
Young and Hungry group who are currently touring 
the North Island. As well as performing to students in 
senior English and Drama classes, they ran several  
workshops with students, which went well. 
 
On Wednesday the annual school Cross-Country 
took place. A number of students were involved and 
some students will go on to participate in the  
Northland Schools’ Cross-Country on the 1st of July. 
 
Our Academy Programmes continue to be  
successful. The Building Academy have several 
houses they are working on and the senior Police 
Academy has been working on firearms safety, 
which has included several trips to the local gun 
club. 
 
Senior students are currently undertaking  
assessment work or preparing for assessments. It is 
important for all students to put time into preparing 
for their assessments as well as giving their best  
effort when completing assessments.  
 
While overall, the uniform is looking good, I think it is 
timely to do a reminder of the uniform expectations 
for students. For Year 9 to 12 students, the uniform 
is black lace up shoes or roman sandals, black 
shorts / skirt or tupenu, the blue polo shirt and the 
blue school jacket.  
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Year 13 students have the option of different  
coloured Polo shirts. Please support us by  
ensuring your child (ren) come to school in the 
correct uniform. 
 
Finally, regular attendance is a crucial  
component of student success. Our expectation 
is for all students to be at school, on time and 
attending all classes. If there is a valid reason for 
a student’s absence please advise the school at 
the earliest opportunity. 
  
Nāku nā   
Mike Houghton 
Principal / Tumuaki 

Last week Dargaville High School  
celebrated Samoa Language Week by  

asking students to wear a lavalava or lei.  
It was great to see so many students 

coming in support of the Samoan culture. 
Thank you to the senior students who  

organized the event. 



 

 

Sports Update 
Christine Taylor—Sports Co-ordinator 

We are half way through Term 2 and what a term it has been in the sports department. 
Codes like hockey, soccer, rugby, netball and basketball continue with their weekly competitions. 
Thanks to the many parents, coaches, referees and managers that enable us to have students compete 
in their respective code competitions. Without these volunteers, we would not have great sports  
happening. 
 
A big congratulations goes to Harmony Covacich who made it into the Aotearoa NZ Maori Rugby Under 
18s League Team 2021.  She was selected into this team from a great tournament on Queen’s Birthday 
weekend.  Well done to Lyndon Chase-Matthews and Titan Taewa Kelly,  who also attended this  
tournament. 
 
Our swimmers, who recently attended DIV 2 (Eliot Williams, Hadley Herman, Bailie Schick) all swam  
really well in Dunedin.  All doing PB’s and learning lots from the experience.  All the best to Lloyd Chitty 
who is competing at the New Zealand Secondary Schools’ Championships this weekend. 
 
Our Northland Secondary School events results for the last few weeks are: 
Clay Shooting – well done to the team of five students (Matty Douglas, Luke Jenkins, Sam Jenkins, Ean 
Martinac, and Sam Martinac) who travelled to Kaikohe to compete. This was the 2nd competition these 
shooters have been to. 
Squash – this was the individual championships with a section for novices as well.  Zoe Morgan, Daniel 
Grbin and Hadley Herman all did well.  Hadley Herman came 3rd in the DIV 2 section. 
Senior Turbo Touch – this gave our boys a chance to play in a championship; doing really well.  They 
played off for 3rd and 4th and only missed 3rd place by a few points.  Well done, boys.  Our girls got to 
compete in the wheel chair turbo touch enjoying their day experiencing the difference playing in a  
wheelchair as opposed to running on your feet. 
Kiwi Tag – this was a great day for our Sport Programme students to put their league trainings into  
practice.  The two teams both came 2nd in their pool and went on to play each other and Otamatea.  
What a great end to the day with Ofa Ma’ama and Kasey Wynyard being giving player of the day awards.  
Well done, boys and girls. 
   
Interhouse has been Table Tennis, with winners to this being announced in the next newsletter.  We will 
have Tug of War and Volleyball coming up.  Karaoke will be in Term 3 now. 
 
Remember also to keep an eye on our DHS Facebook Sport page as well as our Instagram page for all 
that is happening and many results. 



 

 

Police Academy 
Angela Troath—Assistant Principal 

The Police Academy students were fortunate 
enough to  
experience gun 
safety and  
handling.  
We used  
pistols and  
rifles and had a 
fantastic time. 
Thank you so 
much to the 
Gun Club for 
volunteering 
their time and 
equipment!   
We couldn't 
have had this 
experience 
without their 
help and  
support. 

Fakaalofa atu, Kia orana, Talofa, Noa'ia, Malo e 
lelei, Malo ni, Ni sa bula vinaka,Kia orana. 
 
Under our Tupu Aotearoa Work Readiness  
programme, we can help Pasifika people get ready 
for a job or work towards a qualification.  If you are  
Tongan, Samoan, Niuean, Tokelauan, Tuvalu  or 
from any of the islands in the Pacific and you are 
not in employment, education, or training -  we can 
help to prepare you with a CV, a Personal  
Development Plan, Interviewing skills, and other  
practical ways such as obtaining a Driver  
Licence.  Do contact us at our local Dargaville 
site (09) 601 4144 (Mon-Thurs) or text 022 185 
5758  or email info.c1@literacy.org.nz  - for a 
 talanoa.  We look forward to helping you in your  
journey for a job or for a higher qualification.  
 
MANA WAHINE MAHI  Year 10 and older GIRLS 
Are you keen on working with your hands and 
learning on the job ? Are you interested in  
exploring industries that have TRADES careers ? 
Come and join us at the Mana Wāhine Mahi event 
to celebrate the diversity of women in trades.  
Students will engage in a panel discussion with 
industry representatives about the positive impact 
on diversity within industries, the challenges and 
how to overcome them. Students will have an  
opportunity to participate in hands-on interactive 
industry activities, and network with a variety of 
industry representatives. Thursday 1 July . 
 
TOOLS OF THE TRADE 
Here at DHS Friday 25 June for Year 11 up 
Tai Tokerau Trades Training has partnered up with 
trade employers who are keen to develop future 
tradespeople. Together we are delivering an  
interactive workshop for youth to learn about the 
tools of the trade. Come along and explore the 
various 
trades on 
offer and see 
what the 
work is like, 
explore the 
tools and 
meet people 
who work in 
these areas. 

Careers Corner 
Julie Chiaroni—Careers Advisor 
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Tutamoe Class 
Jo Lloyd,- Class Teacher 

Recently, our Tutamoe class students  
participated in the Turbo Touch competition in 
Whangarei. 
The students all enjoyed their day out and are 
looking forward to the next event. 

When schools encourage children to practice 
reading at home with parents, the children make  
significant gains in reading achievement compared 
to those who only practice at school. 
It is well documented that families whose children 
are doing well in school are involved in encouraging 
their children’s development and progress.   
Examples: Maintaining a warm and supportive 
home, showing interest in children’s progress at 
school, helping with homework, discussing the  
value of a good education and possible career  
options, staying in touch with teachers and school 
staff. 

From the Board 

Congratulations.. 

Congratulations to Harmony Covacich on being  
selected for the 2021 Aotearoa NZ Maori Rugby  

Under 18s League Team. A great achievement and 
well deserved. 



 

 

Diary Dates 
Dean Report 

Ashleigh Sage  —Year 11 Dean 

 

Monday 14th June  

To 

Friday 18th  June 

MOTAT 

Learnables 

Wednesday 16th  June Police Academy  

(Peach Cove) 

Boys’ Soccer 

Thursday 17th June Police Academy  

(Peach Cove) 

Monday 21st June ERO Visit 

Maori Liaison Visit 

Tuesday 22nd June ERO Visit 

Wednesday 23rd June Boys Soccer 

Thursday 24th June Police Academy 

(Careers Fair) 

Table Tennis Open 

Friday 25th June Tools of the Trade 

As we near the end of Term 2,  I am pleased with 
the progress the Year 11s are showing with their 
credits and attendance. 
 
All students should have received a Credit  
Tracking Aide from their form teachers. This is an 
important tool to assist the students in keeping 
track of credits they have already gained and 
seeing where they need to gain more in order to 
complete their NCEA Level 1 requirements. 
 
Next term, we will be entering an important time 
for the cohort with school practice exams 
happening, which will then lead into Term 4 and 
the  External NCEA Exams. I encourage all 
students to be thinking about a plan for this time 
of the year. It is important that all students begin 
studying for these exams early to ensure that the 
best results can be achieved. If any parents or 
students would like assistance in building a study 
plan or understanding where they currently sit 
with their credits, please contact me and I will be 
happy to help. 
 
If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to 
email me asage@darghigh.school.nz or call the 
school office and leave a message and I will 
return your call.  

Year 10 Japanese 
Corine Leach—Japanese Teacher 

 

 

 
 

Year 10 Japanese students practicing speaking by playing battleships using Japanese vocab and 
structures. 

Left: Ethan Dai, Tarra Smith, (Danielle Norman,   Right: Andrew Worn and Frank Dodds 
Ema Smith in background)  
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Gateway  
Jocelyn Hodgson—Gateway Co-ordinator 

 
 

 

 

 

Last week Dargaville High School held a First Aid 
Certificate Course, with 21 senior students  
attending the two day course.   
Thank you to Mark Judge from First Training for 
coming over and teaching our students some life 
long skills.     

The Model United Nations Assembly resumed in 
late May after a year of postponement due to the 
Covid 19 pandemic. Dargaville High School sent 
two teams that represented Sweden (Kohatu  
Donovan, Ella Kelsen and Shae Melville) and  
Kuwait (Ryley Grey, Holly Ashby Nathan and Zoe 
Morgan). Whaea Johnnita Houghton and Matua 
Geoff Prentice were the staff involved. The  
assembly is sponsored and organised by Rotary 
Clubs throughout the Auckland, Waikato and  
Tai Tokerau districts with their partners, the  
Auckland Girls Grammar School Social Sciences  
Department. 
 
This year turned out to be just as stimulating and 
informative as previous years. Former deputy 
speaker of the N.Z. House of Representatives,  
Mr Ross Robertson,  chaired the two day event 
where student reps debated remits suggesting 
United Nations policy and actions, from the  
perspective of their adopted countries. The guest 
speaker was also a former N.Z. parliamentarian 
and Cabinet Minister in the Clark administration, 
the Hon. Chris Carter, who had recently returned 
from U.N. postings in Afghanistan (4 years) and 
Rakine State, Myanmar ( 4 years). 
 
Chris advised anyone wishing to work for the 
United Nations to study for a Masters Degree and 
keep informed about global current events. 

Model United 
Nations 
Geoff Prentice—Teacher 

Leavers’ Lunch 
Tuesday 29 June 1pm  

At Kauri Cafe (E2) 

All past students are welcome, 

come along and tell us how you 

are getting on    


